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Methods And Procedures: Phytosanitary Certificate for Reexport, PPQ Form 579
Determine Entry Status
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Determine Entry Status

Step 1—(Reexport) Determine the Appropriate Action for Shipments 
that Have Officially Entered U.S. Commerce:
����(���� )�*�+������#�������������
�������
�	!
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Methods And Procedures: Phytosanitary Certificate for Reexport, PPQ Form 579
Review Export Summaries
Review Export Summaries

Step 2—(Reexport) Determine Import Requirements of Reexport 
Shipments:
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Verify Segregation and Safeguarding

Step 3—(Reexport) Verify Segregation and Safeguarding of Reexport 
Shipments:
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TABLE 2-6-1: Regulating Reexport Shipments Based on Entry Status

If the shipment being reexported: Then:

Is transiting the United States under 
Custom’s bond or is entering a free 
trade zone

REFUSE to issue a reexport certificate

Has officially entered U.S. 
commerce

1. ASK the exporter for supporting documents, i.e., 
Custom’s entry papers or an invoice bearing a 
PPQ “released” stamp, or a foreign PC

2. GO to Step 2 (Reexport)

TABLE 2-6-2: Regulating Reexport Shipments Based on Import Requirements

If the plants or plant products: Then:

Are prohibited entry into the foreign country REFUSE to issue an FPC-R, unless a valid IP is 
presented

Require special handling such as growing 
season inspection, virus indexing, freedom 
from specified pests in the production 
area1

1 These types of requirements cannot be met within an intermediate country, but this does not 
justify refusing certification.

GO to Step 3 (Reexport), Verify Segregation 
and Safeguarding of Reexport Shipments

Require an entry condition that can be met 
by visual inspection or are declared on the 
foreign PC

Are not listed in the export summary
04/2002-01 Export Certification Manual 2-6-3
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Visually Examine Plants or Plant Products
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Visually Examine Plants or Plant Products

Step 4—(Reexport) Visually Examine Reexport Shipments:
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TABLE 2-6-3: Regulating Reexport Shipments Based on Segregation and 
Safeguarding

If the plants or plant products have: Then:

Been segregated and safeguarded 1. COMPLETE a reexport certificate. The plants or 
plant products may be certified with only a 
verification inspection

2. ATTACH the original or certified copy of the 
foreign PC

3. GO to page 2.6.5 to prepare a Reexport 
Certificate, PPQ Form 579

 Not been segregated and 
safeguarded, OR

 Been stored, repacked, or 
split while in the United States

1. VISUALLY examine the plants or plant products
2. GO to Step 4 (Reexport) 

TABLE 2-6-4: Regulating Reexport Shipments Based on Visual Inspection

If the plants or plant products: Then:

Have no pests present 1. COMPLETE a reexport certificate
2. GO to page 2.6.5 to prepare a reexport 

certificate, PPQ Form 579

Have pests present 1. DO NOT CERTIFY the plants or plant products 
unless treated or reconditioned

2. GO to Step 7 on  page-2-4-12
2-6-4 Export Certification Manual 04/2002-01
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Preparing a Reexport Certificate
Preparing a Reexport Certificate
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Preparing a Reexport Certificate
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Block Titled “CERTIFICATION”:
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Methods And Procedures: Phytosanitary Certificate for Reexport, PPQ Form 579
Preparing a Reexport Certificate
 2. +	���������������	
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Heading

Certification

Disinfestation 

and/or 

Disinfection

Treatment

Description of

the Consignment

Additional

Declaration

Authorization

FIGURE 2-6-1: Sample of Phytosanitary Certificate for Reexport, PPQ Form 579

TABLE 2-6-5: Determining the Entry for the Phytosanitary Certificate

If: Then:

The original or a copy of the foreign 
certificate addressed to the United 
States and endorsed as a true copy 
is available

1. ENTER the number of the certificate from the 
original foreign country 

2. INDICATE whether the certificate is the original or 
a certified true copy

No foreign certificate is available ENTER “none” in the space to the right of the words 
“Phytosanitary Certificate No.”
04/2002-01 Export Certification Manual 2-6-7
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Additional Declaration Section
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Additional Declaration Section

Block Titled “ADDITIONAL DECLARATION”1:
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1 This is a critical area. Never make corrections in this critical block unless directed otherwise in the export 
summary.

TABLE 2-6-6: Determining the Entry for the Additional Declaration

If:
And the required 
certification is: Then:

The original or a copy 
of the PC from the 
country of origin is 
present

On that certificate No AD is required

Not on that 
certificate

You may ENTER an AD that states, “The 
commodity met the entry requirements of 
the United States,” and document the 
results of a supplemental phytosanitary 
inspection, testing, or treatment.

There is no PC from 
the country of origin

The only acceptable AD’s are as follows:

“The commodity met the entry 
requirements of the Untied States.”

 AND/OR

“The United States does not require 
phytosanitary certification as a condition 
of entry for this commodity” (if that be the 
case).

AND/OR

“Import permit (IP) presented” (if permit is 
specifically written for the products being 
shipped from the U.S.A.), and document 
the results of a supplemental 
phytosanitary inspection, testing, or 
treatment.
2-6-8 Export Certification Manual 04/2002-01
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Attachments
Attachments
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TABLE 2-6-7: Distributing the Phytosanitary Certificate for Reexport, PPQ Form 
579

If the reexport PC copy is: Then:

Part 1—Shipper’s Original (white w/ 
blue microprint background)

Part 2—Shippers’ Copy (white)

GIVE the copies to the exporter, shipper, or broker

NOTE: Any special instructions for distributing the 
original and the exporter’s copies will be in the 
export summary of the foreign country.

Part 3—Record Copy (white) SEND the copy each week to your contact point 
officer (CPO) for review.

Part 4—Issuing Office (white) FILE the copy at the issuing office and attach any 
pertinent information for that specific shipment, i.e., 
copy of the Import Permit; the application with 
recorded inspection results; inspection certificates 
issued by AMS, FGIS, or State; treatment data
04/2002-01 Export Certification Manual 2-6-9
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Maintenance
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Important

Plant Inspection Stations and ports designated for export of protected plant 
material: 

Consistent with existing requirements to retain CITES/ESA documents and 
associated paperwork for five years, it is recommended that copies of FPC-R's 
issued for protected plant material be kept for 5 years.    
2-6-10 Export Certification Manual 04/2002-01
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